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Tenth Baloise Art Prize awarded at Art 39 Basel 
 
 
Basel, June, 2008. For the 10th time, the Baloise Group has the pleasure of awarding 
the Baloise Art Prize at Art 39 Basel. The two prizes of CHF 25,000.- each will be 
presented at the "Art Statements" sector of Art Basel by a jury of international experts. 
The prize includes the acquisition by Baloise of a group of works by the award winners, 
which are donated to two important museums in Europe: the Hamburger Kunsthalle and 
the MUMOK,  Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig, Vienna.  
 
This year’s jury includes Petra Roettig, Director of the Contemporary Gallery at 
Hamburger Kunsthalle; Gary Garrels, Senior Curator, Hammer Museum, Los Angeles; 
Edelbert Köb, Director, Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig, Vienna; Uli Sigg, Sigg 
Collection, Mauensee and Martin Schwander, art consultant of Baloise and chairman of 
the Jury.   
 
The Baloise Art Prize has been awarded to Duncan Campbell and Tris Vonna-
Michell. The jury characterizes the work exhibited by the award winners as follows: 
 
In Make it fall, Bernadette of 2008, Duncan Campbell takes an open and experimental 
approach to the story of the Irish dissident and political activist Bernadette Devlin. His 
interest in the workings of contemporary history and the way it is communicated by the 
media is closely related to his scepticism towards documentary reality. This “special 
form of fiction" has led him to give shape to the spaces in between, which also means 
accepting the fragmentary. Not only does Campbell’s work represent a critical and 
intelligent analysis of documentary strategies, it is also a sensitive and respectful 
portrait of an extraordinary person, rendered in striking images and brilliant sequences. 
 
Duncan Campbell; *1972, Dublin, Ireland, lives and works in Glasgow, United Kingdom 
Art Statements, Stand A24, Hotel Gallery, London 
 
 
In his performances Tris Vonna-Michell unites fact and fiction. The events and stories 
rattled off at breakneck speed in his monologues are complemented by documents, 
music and literature. Finding Chopin (2008) traces the odyssey of trying to track down 
the legendary artist Henri Chopin in Paris in 2005. Vonna-Michell reconstructs his quest 
and the unanticipated hindrances encountered along the way, such as the theft of his 
entire archive. In his performances the artist integrates his visitors by giving them the 
opportunity to determine the time and manner of his presentation. 
 
Tris Vonna-Michell, *1982, Southend-on-Sea, United Kingdom, lives and works in Berlin 
and London 
Art Statements, Stand A2, Galeria T293, Napoli 
 
For additional information on the art commitment of Baloise and the award-winning 
artists over the past 10 years, see www.baloise.com/kunst. 
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